V
External Details

No amount of careful detailing, or clever * embellish-
ment/ will save a poorly-proportioned elevation from
its sins.   But details, when they are used to develop
character by putting upon it the stamp of complete finish,
have a value much greater than is realised in these days of
commercial reproduction,

One can travel for miles in parts of London, and in most
othQr .big English cities, without seeing a single detail of
/^omafnent which is really worth noting in a sketch book.
Ideas exist only in modest quantity; and distinction and
refinement in their presentation are appallingly rare. The
vast majority of buildings would be better for a clean shave
of all their slipshod applied details.

One reason for this is lack of imagination on the designer's
part. This itself is largely brought about by constant
stylistic reproduction, and the lack of encouragement which
is offered to fresh invention. The same old motifs serve over
and over again, so much so that churches, cinemas, banks
and shops may all be * embellished' with the same attributes.
Yet there are many entirely novel features in modern
design which suggest handling in a fresh way as regards
their detail; and there are vast untapped reservoirs of
pattern and ornament for those who need to seek direct
inspiration from existing models. Generally speaking, the
average architect's vocabulary seems to be stocked almost
exclusively from the Renaissance storehouse. There are half